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be limited to the people of the British Isles. To CHAP.
be carried to an issue, it must be assumed by all
the Dominions fit for self-government. The heri-
tage of freedom cannot be wrapped in a napkin,
nor buried in the field of those who are heirs to it.
It can only be kept where boldly lent, increased
by usury, and spread to the uttermost parts of the
earth.

In India the rule of law is firmly established, stages by-
Its maintenance is a trust which rests on the
government of the Commonwealth, until such time
as there are Indians enough, able to discharge it.
India may contain leaders qualified not only to
make but also to administer the laws ; but she will
not be ripe for self-government until she contains
an electorate qualified to recognize those leaders
and place them in office. From its nature, national
self-government depends, not upon the handful of
public men needed to supply cabinets and parlia-
ments, but on the electorate, on the fitness of a
sufficient proportion of the people themselves to
choose rulers able to rule. Such men there are
already, but not in sufficient numbers, to assume
the control of Indian affairs. Yet rightly they are
given an increasing power of influencing govern-
ment and making their voice heard in its counsels.
In like manner they claim an increasing power of
influencing those responsible for Imperial affairs,
of being consulted; and not India herself, but the
whole Commonwealth, will suffer, unless they are
enabled and encouraged to do so, and attention is
paid to their views.

An adequate discussion, however, of methods
whereby this can be done would exceed the limits